Business Line ND 08/02/2013

Newspaper Clips

February 8, 2013

P-19

Page 1of 5

National teacher’s mission soon to address
key challenges, says HRD Mlmster

Indo Aslan News Service
New Delhi, Feb.?

tressing that the quality of

ducation in the nation’s
chools and colleges rested on

ound teaching, Human Re-
‘$ource Development Minister
MM, Pallam Raju on Thurs-
day said the Government
would soon launch a national
eacher’s mission,

“Even with tremendous ad-
rances in- technology, good
eachers are needed to provide
Huality education,” Raju said,
addressing the One Globe
Education Summit, focusing
on South Asia, in the national
Fapital.

“In view of the tremendots
heed for good teachers, we will

undertake a national teacher’s
mission to address all issues
related to teachers in a holistic
manner, at all levels,” the Min-
ister said.
INSTITUTIONAL" "
MECHANISMS

Ministry officials explained -

that the mission would look at
teacher education in a holistic
manner and in a single contin-

uum, covering school to uni- -

versity. It would suggest ways
to strengthen institutional
mechanisms at all levels, so
that there are vertical and lat-
eral linkages that coyld serve
the community of teachers.
The Minister said that while

Plan was dedlcated to improv-
ing the quality of education.
“During the 11th Plan, large-
scale work on expansion had
taken place, building new in-
- stitutions for higher learning,”

- Raju sajd, adding that it helped

in taking the Gross Enrolment
Ratio (GER) “from 10 per cent
" to 15 per cent”,

“In the 12th Plan, we will be.
focusing on the quality of the
outcomes. During the 12th
Plan, it is proposed to create

.5 additional enrolment capacity

M.M. Pallam Raju

~

the 11th Plan focused on build-

of 10 million students, includ-

ing a million in open and dis-
tant learning. We need to
ensure access to quality educa-

ing infrastructure, the 12th, tionto all,” hesaid.
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This year, one in four IIT-B grads keeps’
off jobs race to set up own venture

Nivedita Ganguly
Deepa Nair
Mumbai, Feb.7
Bitten by the entrepreneurial
bug, young IITians are plan-
ning to set up their own ven-
tures. From a few adventurous
ones whao dared to step off the

placement mainstream, the.

breed has expanded, and pre-
mier mstltutlons are now en-
couraging it too,

“Around 25 per cent of the
students did not sit for place-
ments this year. Some may be
looking to become entrepre-
neurs and start their own ven-
tures,” said $.K. Mehta,
Assistant Placement Officer,
TIT-B. While some students
start off on their maiden ven-
tures immediately afier pass-

- ing out of 1ITs, for many, the -

foundation is laid during their
IIT days. Vivek Arya took off in
his third-year at ITT-Bombay,
when he started a simulation-
based learning ' company.
Though the venture couldn’t
take off, it gave him the entre-
prencurial  experience.“The

_experience gave us a fair idea

aboutentrepreneurship. It was

then that I decided to start my
-own company,” said Arya, who

started Makesense, a recruit-

'ment consultancy, along with

twao fellow ITTians.

.“We later launched a new
software CareerOpener, which
uses technology for intelligent
sorting of resumes, beyond j just
keyword searches for recrui-
ters,” he added.

Pratham Jahoorkar, an TI-

“Tian, gave up his hlgh -paying,

comfortable jobin New York to
comeback toIndiaand starthis
own venture in financial ser-
vices. “Sometimes you hit a
wall and find yourself stuckina
cosy space, I wanted to push
myself to do something differ-
ent,” says Jahoorkar, who has
created a platform that con-
nects buyers and sellers for
transactions.

Many of these start-ups have
gone through IIT-Bombay's

entrepreneurship cell (E-cell).

“E-cell plays the role of a con-
nector in the ecosystem. It con-
nects start-ups, incubators,
angel investors and industry,”
said Ayush Agrawal, averall co-
ordinator, E-Cell, IIT-Bombay.

Similarly, ITT-Madras has
an incubation centre that pro-

vides supiport to budding en="~ -

trepreneurs.f" There is a 20-25
per cent year-on-year growth
in the number of students get-
ting into entrepreneurship. In
fact, 1IT-Madras’ incubation
centre is 100 per cent full this
year,” satd Narayanan Ramas-
wamy, Head of Education
Practice, KPMG,

ATTRACTIVE SECTORS -

Sectors attracting budding en-
trepreneurs * are technology
start-ups, Web-based start-

* ups, education services and so-

cial media séctor. “These sec-
tors are not capltal intensive
and thus, require less time to
E:ieak even,” Ramaswamy add-

mved:ta,gmgu!y :
@thehindu.cd.in N

deepmr@rheh: ndu»co.m
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Here’s Rex: World's first

bionic man is worth S1m

Created With Synthetic Blooa, Organs & Tisssues

Kounteya Sinha | Tnn

London: Man has once again
played God.

The world’s first bionic man
Rex, created using nearly $1 mil-
lion-worth of state-of-the-artlimbs
and organs—synthetic blood from
Sheffield University, prosthetic
legs and ankle from MIT, retinas
from Oxford University, artificial
Kidneys, pancreas and spleens
from University College London
and artificial lungs from Swansea
was unveiled at London’s Science
Museum on Thursday;

A mixture of Robocop and
Frankenstein, Rex — who has the
face of a man is'6.5-feet tall with
strikingbrown eyes.

He was jointly built with the
help of over 18 companies and uni-
versitiesand forthefirst timegives
tangible hope that replacing body
parts with man-made alternatives
canfinally be possible.

Rex, the work of by UK roboti-
cists Richard Walker and Matthew
Godden with the support of the
Wellcome Trust, will be displayed
at London’s Science Museum from
February7-March11.

In the two centuries since Mary
Shelley’s Dr Frankenstein brought
a ‘monster’ to life, the subject has
fascinatedscience fiction inbooks,
comics, filmand TV,

Now research on advanced
prostheticarms andlegs, as well as
artificial eyes, hearts, lungs—and

AFP

PLAYING GOD: Bertolt Meyer, a
lifelong user of prosthetic technology,
with ‘Rex’, the world’s first *bionic man’.
Meyer is the model for the humanoid

even hybrids between computer
chips and living brains — means
thatscientists arefinally abletore-
place body parts and even improve
oh human abilities. i

The project involves 'Bertolt
Meyer, a social psychologist from

Switzerland who has a bionic hand
himself. He met scientists working
at the cutting edge of research to
find out just how far this new tech-
nology cango.

“I've looked around for new
bionic technologies for a very long
timeandIthinkthatuntilsix years
ago nothing much was happening.
And then suddenly now we get this
explosion of innovation,” says
Bertolt. “I think we are now at a
point where we can build a body
that is great and beautiful in its
own special way,"” .

Bertolt has had prosthetic
handssincehe wasa child. Hisnew
£30,000 bionic hand, which can
grasp and twist, is the most ad-
vanced on the market. But technol-
ogy is moving so fast that Bertolt’s
bionichand could soonbeobsolete,

A far more advanced arm is be-
ing developed, the product of more
than $100 million-worth of re-
search intobioniclimbs, funded by
the US military.

Bertolt visited Michael
McLoughlin at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity’s Applied Physics Labora-
tory to try out the latest prototype -
the Modular Prosthetic Limb
(MPL). The arm is controlled by ti-
ny electrical pulses given out by
muscles in the upperarm.

Bertolt spent months learning
how to control his own bionic
hand, but this new limb teaches it-
self to recognize his electrical
pulses in minutes,
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‘Cheating More Rampant in Indian
Educational Institutes Than Abroad

The Harvard incident serves a grlm remmder ofthe growmg menace of cheating in India

DEVINASENGUPTA N\m ! ,

BANGALORE
Harvard University may have

made news for a seemingly wrong -

reason when its administration
recently reported a mass cheating
scandal, but to its Indian counter-
partsthe incidentservedasagrim
.reminder of a growing menace at
home. )
Officials at universities across

the country admit that cheating is -

rampant during entrance exams
for medical and engineering
courses and that even the elite in-
stitutions need to devise ever new-
er means to check the culprits.
With students getting increasing
access to technelogy and Indian
universities introducing more
writing assignments at higher
education level to be completed at
home, there is greater threat than
ever of plagiarism.

‘Indian institutions are, however,
increasingly addressing this chal-
lenge, officials say, adding that
hundreds of students are de-
barred from the entrance tests or
term papers for using unethical

- means to scrape through.

“Cheating is quite rampant in
medical tests and every year 520
cases are reported just in Karnata-
ka. There would be thousands
across India and cases of cheating
in nursing examinations are even

higherthaninmedical,” said Chik- '

kananjappa, president of Karnata-
ka Medical Council and syndicate
member of Rajiv Gandhi Universi-
ty of Health Sciences. On Tuesday,
he said, four second-year students
were caught cheating by using
Bluetooth in a college at Gulbarga
inKarnataka.

“Cheating is not as' rampant
abroad asin India,” said computer
security consultant Ankit Fadia,
who wrote a book on ethical hack-
ing when he wasjust 15. “In colleg-

. es like Stanford, there are never
any invigilators and for any doubt
one ¢an ask the professor who will
be standing outside,” said Fadia,
who did a bachelor's programme
at Stanford. Students are deterrgd
from cheating at US universities
because of the superior technolo-

gy used to detect any malpractice, .

he said, explaining that some of
these include software that can
spot whether a portion of the as-
signment has been copied from

somewhere else.
would alse keep assignments and
papers submitted by seniocrs so
that any similarity with those giv-
en by the present batch can be de-
tected,” hesaid,

Sankarshan Basu, professor of
finance and control at Indian In-
stitute of Management-Banga-
lore, said the B-schoolmaderules
against unethical practices
stricter last year, marking stu-
dents fail in the entire subject in-
stead of giving them zero score
on a particular test. “We realised
thata zero in one test may not de-
ter them like failing the entire
subject would,” Basu said. Fur-
ther, in cases where assignments
doneby agroup show sign of mal-
practice, then the entire group
fails in the subject.

“Cheating was always there
among students but now with ad-
vanced technology the temptation
to cheat is even more,” said SK
Gupta, professor in chemical engi-
neering department and dean of
student affairs at IIT Delhi, “Not
only dofailingstudentstrytocheat
topass, even good students cheat to
compete and get better grade. Ina
year, we have about fourfive re-
ported cases of cheating that are
taken up with the institute’s disci-
plinary committee,”

“The college

Last yea'.r, when a student from
IIT Dethi's physics lab course was
caught carrying a mobile phone,
in which he had stored data and
carried it to examination hall, he
was given W(withdrawal)gradein
all courses in the semester and
failed in that semester.

Gupta said that while there are
numerous instances of students
caught cheating, such cases are
mostly sorted out within the exam-
ination hall by the teachers or in-
vigilators imposing a penalty in
terms of negative marking or
some such punishment. The puni-
shment depends on the severity of
the case and can lead to expulsion
for a period of six menths to two
years, he said.

“As you go higher up the ladder
in terms of degrees, one is given
more asslgnments and take-home
projects and hence there is scope

~of more element of cheating,”

said Prof Suneet Tuli, dean, in-
dustrial ‘research and develop-
merit atIIT Delhi. “Athigher level,
it takes place in research papers.
There are software that can auto-

matically scan and bring out the,.

paragraphs or portions that have
been taken out of somewhere. As
a reviewer, we can have access to
such tools.”

IIT Bombay recently appointed a
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cominittee to enforce ethlcal con-

. duct among students. “It is more of

an internal housekeeping exercise
toput forward some (ethicalynorms
and reinforce certain others,” said
Narayan RangaraJ, professor of in-

{ dustrial engineering and oper-

ationsresearch programme. The in-
stitute alsc has software and tocls to
keep checks on content that is being
evaluated for possible copying and
plagiarism. '

Experts say cheating stems from
a deeper problem. “Thereis a gen-
eral casualness about education
and it is in our DNA to be result-
oriented and not look at the proc-
ess,” said Gouri Dange, Pune-
based psychologist and family
counsellor. Recounting instances
of how worried parents often ask
her to help their child with their
statements of purpose for colleg-
es, she said, “Often students who
have scaled on their parents back

.. forever grapple when theyr are out

ontheir own.” =
Prof Roshan L Raina, dean for
planning and development at
IIM Lucknow, has found out a
way to tackle the issue by stress-
ing that there are no right or
wrong answers to the assign-
ments he gives out, “Explaining
this way helps develop a chord
with students and works better
than petialising them. Cheating
home assignments, as it hap-
pened at Harvard, raises gues-
tions on ethics and values,” he
said. Like many other institutes,
1IM Lucknow sets upcommittees
when each case is reported and
althoughitdoesnot imposeblan-
ket bans it has barred students
from the term or placements for
using unethical means.
Debarring a student from place-
ment at management schools is
sure way to instill fear, said Prof
Chowdari Prasad, dean (branding
& promotions) at the Manipal-
based TA Pai Management Insti-
tute. THe college had to deal with
such a case last in 2011. “Students,
come for management pro-
grammes keeping placements to
dream companies in mind and if
debarred from that, their educa-
tional loans and two years in col-
lege are wasted,” said Prasad. ,
(Additional reporting by Rica
Bhattaecharyyain Mumbai) . '

devina.sengupta@timesgroup.com



